KINSHIP CARE STORIES

Southwest Ohio (Hamilton County)

Mary Causey, Cincinnati, is a grandmother of two grandsons whom she is currently raising.  Mary has had custody of her grandsons for over ten years.   

After taking in her grandchildren Mary had to get a bigger apartment, and financially provide for two growing boys.  Mary had to transition her role from grandparent to full-time parent.    Her grandsons had many of the same issues as foster children; however, Mary, as a relative did not receive the resources typically offered to foster parents. 

 

While Mary is providing the same service to society, she receives few of the resources a foster family would. Mary’s parenting, however, is much different than foster care.   Unlike foster children, Mary’s grandsons have remained in one home with one caregiver, they know who their family members are and have a sense of their personal and cultural identity.  Although Mary is of retirement age, she continues to work to be able to support her grandsons.  She recently sent her oldest grandson to college.  Her youngest grandson remains in her care. Mary continues to keep her family unit together with little assistance. 

 

SOUTHEAST OHIO

Morgan County

Lyda Gunter bonded with her grandson from the day he was born in 1990 and he was placed in her arms. He has medical conditions that have required constant attention, and she also cares for her grandson’s mother and her own mother, as both have health problems too. Lyda is retired and on a fixed income. She used to qualify for healthcare, but was told that changes under Governor Taft meant she no longer could receive health insurance. She wonders what happens to the grandchildren when the grandmothers caring for them get sick and can’t afford medications. 

Lyda is single, and has no partner or money to fix the small things that other people can take for granted. Her grandson attends a school 35 miles away, which means $100 a week for gas and no extra money for pizza and other things teenage boys would like. They live in a nice house, but she goes without to pay the taxes and other bills, and so has no spare income for anything. Her house was fully paid for, but when the roof started leaking she had to take out a mortgage so it could be fixed. Her car is old and uneconomical but she can’t afford to replace it. Caring for her grandchild is, she says, “A double-edged sword”. She loves him so much, but caring for him takes an emotional toll that leaves her too tired to be a grandmother to her other grandchildren. In the same breath she says, “I feel very fortunate”, and knows she couldn’t give him up. 

